AET Curriculum | Geography


The Decision Maker:  Choosing a sustainable future for the Buscott & Coleshill Estates
This lesson plan provides a suggested sequence of learning and possible delivery structure that covers approximately 3 hours worth of content and activities. You may wish to use only elements of this, adapt the sequencing to meet the needs of your curriculum or amend the activities and emphasis based on the needs of your students. You may also want to deliver the content as part of a subject focussed careers half / full day in geography. You could chunk the learning into three lessons: 1. Introduction, Context and preparation 2. Completing the task. 3. Sharing outcomes and reflection. 
	Year Group
	10
	Subject
	Geography
	Employer Link
	National Trust



	Curriculum Objective(s)
	· To analyse geographical information and to evaluate future options using an evidence-based approach.

	Careers Objective(s)
	· To highlight the relevance of Geography and Geographical Skills to future career paths.  How organisations like the National Trust must use evidence-based approaches to manage complex future decisions so that they are increasingly sustainable

	Essential Skills Development
	· Creativity, Aiming High, Problem Solving, Teamwork 
(if you wish to explore these skills in more detail, more information can be found at www.skillsbuilder.org and resources at www.skillsbuilder.org/hub )



	Task Overview and 
Connection to Employer


	Students will explore the use of decision-making as an important geographical set of tools.   At the heart of this task is the idea that sustainable futures involve complex decisions, often with no clear-cut or easy single solution.  The National Trust will have to make difficult and often controversial decisions regarding the future sustainability of its land and estates. This involves consideration of social, economic, environmental and sometimes political factors.  Students will assess evidence for the future of the Buscott and Coleshill estates and come to an informed, evidenced based decision as to which sustainable future the National Trust should adopt.  



	Essential Prior Learning Checklist
	· Students will have experienced the ideas of decision-making in other parts of geography.  Knowledge of the concepts of sustainability and map-skills will be beneficial. 



	Context: Where might this task be sequenced within the learning journey? 

	This task mirrors some of the skills required for GCSE geography - analysis of resources and coming to geographical decisions.  Logically it sits alongside a topic where there may be conflict of mismanagement of resources or energy, e.g. “The challenge of resource management” in AQA GCSE (2016).  This task will help in preparation for the decision making skills element in AQA Paper 3 or Edexcel B Paper 2 for example. 



Lesson Structure

	Phases (with indicative times)
	Main Activities
	Key Questions
	Teacher Notes (inc suggestions for support & challenge)
	Resources Required

	1. Introduction:  

(15 mins)

This could be part of an introduction lesson 1 of 3.
	To get students to start thinking about what they know about the concept of sustainability.  There are several definitions available which might make a good starting point - but reinforce the notion that this is often complex and . 

This activity is focused on the link between sustainability and land management at the Buscott and Colehill Estates (between Swindon and Oxford).   The task also introduces the controversial replacement for the EU CAP - ELMs (Environmental Land Management Schemes. 

Depending on priory knowledge and confidence, students may want to engage in a short discussion around the challenges of understanding both sustainability and ELMs


Review the key terminology associated with this activity. 
	· What is sustainability?
· What are components of sustainability?
· How does the National Trust engage with sustainability?
· What are ELMs? 
	Students should leave this section feeling that they understand how and why the concept of sustainability is important to understand as a Geographer, but also from the viewpoint of the National Trust. 
· Support:  You could do this activity as a whole class to support the students in recognising the links between the National Trust and sustainability
· Challenge: Ask students to complete this task alone. Extension can come from additional research into ELMs for example. 
	Slides 1 - 8 

	2. Exploring the Context

(20 mins)
 
This could be part of an introduction lesson 1 of 3.

	Students are provided with information that sets the scene in terms of location: Buscott and Coleshill Estates (Oxfordshire), and also a brief outline about the three options that they will be deciding on later: energy, regenerative farming and flood management.  
· Start by confirming the location of the task and allowing some time to understand the landscape and context (see supporting file).
· Each of the three themes has big questions that could be approached as a whole class or small group activity.
· There is also the opportunity to look at some of the links provided in the slides, e.g. GIS Flood Risk maps, YouTube video https://youtu.be/uCZFwivd2Vg   

Note - these topics may be unfamiliar to some students, but the task will allow time for individual and group research.  So this part of the activity serves simply as an introduction.  
	· Where is the location of Buscott and Colehill Estates and what is the geographical context?
· What is the estate at risk from flooding?
· What is regenerative agriculture?
· What does the National Trust think about renewable energy?
	Students should leave this section feeling confident that they know the location of the task and how the themes identified here link to future sustainability options that are relevant to the National Trust.
· Support: Students may need to work with the teacher in order to read, understand and go through both the presentation slides..  Selecting 3-4 groups should lead them to being more independent in the task. 
· Challenge: Challenge students to work independently on this part of the context.  They can also explore other features or locations on the Google Maps, of the GIS Flood risk maps.  They may also remember the profiling tool that they were introduced to in the yr 9 Task https://bit.ly/2TEUJDp 
	Slides 9- 14
Buscott and Coleshill estate maps. 
Flood risk maps (online access recommended) 
YouTube link to Regenerative agriculture https://youtu.be/uCZFwivd2Vg 

	3. Setting the Brief 

(15 mins)

This could be part of an introduction lesson 1 of 3.

	1. Students must be confident in the location of the Buscott & Coleshill Estate

2. Working in groups or individually , they must be introduced to the relevant documents that will be used to set-up the actual task.   

3. Students are invited to ask questions about what their final “presentation”  might look like.  Guidance can be given as to particularly the role of evidence (text extracts, images data etc) as to how that supports a position / option

	· What will we produce? 
· How long do we have for each section of this task? 
· Where can I get help if I am stuck? 
· What is my role as part of my team? 
	Students should leave this section feeling ready to complete their task.  They should know what is expected of them, how they will be working and what they are expected to produce. 
· Support: You can take students back through the some of the slides and revisit relevant sections, especially how they might access additional sources of information relevant. 
· Challenge: get students to think about how this type of activity may be relevant to understanding their GCSE, and what AOs (Assessment Objectives) analysis, judgments and evaluation are all linked to. . 
	Slides 15-21
· Thames Valley Flood plan email
· Additional Sources of Information
· Making a case
· Guardian and NT Energy
· Role Cole Restoration
· National Trust template (presentation)

	4. Working on the Task 

(1hr 30 mins)

- Additional Research
(20 mins)
- Options Evaluation
(20 mins) 
- Presentation
(50 mins) 

This could be part  of working lesson 2 of 3 - you may wish to shorten  the timings or run  over two sessions


	Students are reminded of the focus of the task by looking at the three sustainable management themes.  Each theme is used as a focus for the option. 

Stage 1: Additional Research
Students use the additional links provided, plus their own research if relevant to gather information about the different options. They should work in teams of either 3 or 6 so that either an individual or pair can research one of the themes.

Stage 2: Options Evaluation
Students will work in their teams to review the options and then to decide on which is the best one for the long term sustainability of the Buscott and Coleshill Estate.  They should also think about why they rejected the other two.  

Note: any single option can be chosen. None should be seen as better or worse than others. 
 
Stage 3: Producing the presentation
The presentation should be around 4-5 slides in total.  It's important that it is succinct and factual based on evidence. 
A blank template with header page is provided. 

Use the supporting information documents, especially for the additional research component. 
	Additional Research:  
· What would each option involve: Manage the estate to reduce flood risk; Support a quicker transition to regenerative agriculture and re-wilding; Use the estate to produce energy from solar power?
· How would the estate be managed to reduce flood risk? 
· How would the estate transition quicker to regenerative agriculture? 
· How would the estate produce energy from solar power? 

Options Evaluation :
· How sustainable is the flood management plan (remember to consider economic, social and environmental sustainability). 
· How sustainable is the regenerative farming plan?
· How sustainable is the solar energy plan?  

The Presentation
· What are the steps that I / we must take to create a presentation?
· What is the design format like?
· How will we share our decision making process as a presentation?
· What other information is relevant?
	Additional Research: 
· Support: Students are guided through the process. Show students how to read and analyse a resource and what information is useful to note down.
· Challenge: Students work independently.

Options Evaluation:
· Support: Students are shown how to evaluate the sustainability of each option. This could be done by creating a table and listing the advantages and disadvantages. This should be separated into economic, environmental and social sustainability. Teachers can model this process with the first option. 
· Challenge: Students work independently.

The Report:
· Support: Give students a choice of templates to work up - scaffolded.
· Challenge: Students work independently and answer some of the additional questions by performing their own research.  
	

	5. Sharing Outcomes 

(10 mins)

This could be part of a reflection lesson 3 of 3.
	If time allows, students can present in their groups, or they can share outcomes electronically between each other and peer mark / judge the work based on a set of criteria that is decided by the class.  This might provide an additional homework activity if required. 
	How does learning to analyse data and information, from different sources and then make a decision, possibly help you in a future career? 
	
	Slides 22-23

	6. Feedback and Celebration

(10 mins)
 
This could be part of a reflection lesson 3 of 3. 
	Give students time to reflect upon these activities and importantly the need to make compromises. No one solution is standout?  They may wish to look at other examples that they are aware of locally where decisions have to be made regarding sustainable development and what the policy-maker has chosen as the direction of travel

	· How important was the role of other people in ensuring your final output was high quality and readable?
· Reflect on your experience of analysing data and information and then having to make a decision
· Overall - how will your choice of option be resilient in the future against the threats from climate change?
	· Support: Work as a whole class to gather ideas for each reflection question. 
· Challenge: Can students explore different organisations other than the National Trust who have to also make decisions about future sustainability.
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