AET Curriculum | Geography


Customised maps for different users and places
This lesson plan provides a suggested sequence of learning and possible delivery structure that covers approximately 3 hours worth of content and activities. You may wish to use only elements of this, adapt the sequencing to meet the needs of your curriculum or amend the activities and emphasis based on the needs of your students. You may also want to deliver the content as part of a subject focussed careers half / full day in geography. You could chunk the learning into three lessons: 1. Introduction, Context and preparation 2. Completing the task. 3. Sharing outcomes and reflection. 
	Year Group
	7
	Subject
	Geography
	Employer Link
	National Trust



	Curriculum Objective(s)
	· To understand a range of customised and bespoke maps the National Trust uses in order to enhance the visitor experience.

	Careers Objective(s)
	· To highlight the relevance of Geography and Geographical Skills to future career paths.  The significance of different types of maps and how companies and organisations might use them to help improve the customer's experience or “journey”. 

	Essential Skills Development
	· Listening, Speaking, Problem Solving, Teamwork 
(if you wish to explore these skills in more detail, more information can be found at www.skillsbuilder.org and resources at www.skillsbuilder.org/hub )



	Task Overview and 
Connection to Employer


	Students will explore how maps come in all sorts of shapes and sizes and importantly how they can be used for different purposes and different reasons.  In terms of the National Trust they use maps that are creative and artistic, historical as well as technical and complex.  The National Trust has a number of map-makers or cartographers who are responsible for designing and updating different types of map.    Students will develop their own map, based in an area close to their home or school, for a particular group of users. 



	Essential Prior Learning Checklist
	· Students will have experienced different maps as part of their studies of Geography as well as (most likely) part of family life. 



	Context: Where might this task be sequenced within the learning journey? 

	This task would be best placed where there is an opportunity to develop map skills so this sits along side a variety of physical and human topics.  All maps of different scales and different types will be relevant.   Once the task is complete, they will be able to reflect upon this process and remind them of how many other organisations may also use maps for different purposes and different stakeholders.



Lesson Structure

	Phases (with indicative times)
	Main Activities
	Key Questions
	Teacher Notes (inc suggestions for support & challenge)
	Resources Required

	1. Introduction:  

(10 mins)

This could be part of an introduction lesson 1 of 3.
	To get students thinking about the purpose of maps, and the way in which maps might be made for different people or users.  Start a small group or paired discussion about how they, or their family might use maps. 
Get them to identify the different types of maps that they already know about, for example how might maps be used in school to help them navigate around when they are new in yr7?  
Review the key terminology associated with this activity. 
	· What is the purpose of a map?
· How have they used maps before? 
· What different types of map do they already know about and who might use them?
· What is the language associated with maps? 
	Students should leave this section feeling that they understand how maps can vary and how they are very much part of their daily lives. 
· Support - teacher can work with the whole class to gather ideas, therefore supporting students to understand the purpose of maps quickly. 
· Challenge: Ask students to complete this task alone or independently. 
	Slides 1-9
What are maps and why are they useful? 

	2. Exploring the Context

(20 mins)
 
This could be part of an introduction lesson 1 of 3.

	Students are taken through a sequence to help them understand how maps might be “good” or bad”, i.e. useful or misleading.
· Start by asking what can go wrong when making a map.  How might this lead to a miss-leading representation or something that makes using the map confusing. 
· Next, repeat the activity, but instead find out what makes a  good map. 
· Get students to work together in pairs and small groups to review the 4 different maps.  They can either present their ideas orally, or make a simple table which outlines good vs bad. 
· Watch  the video with the National Trust’s Senior Visitor Experience Officer.   
	· How can maps be “bad”?
· What makes a map work well? 
· How can maps be used, other than to find your way around? 
· What might be the criteria that we can use to judge the how useful a map is? 
	Students should leave this section feeling confident that they know that maps can be “good” or “bad” and that there are various reasons for this. 
· Support: Students may need to work with the teacher in order to read, understand and access the initial parts of the task as well as use the worksheet (Good and Bad maps). 
· Challenge: Ask students to create a short list of generic criteria that  can judge the utility of a map. What sorts of things should always be included on a map?  This can be shared with the rest of the class. 
	Slides 10-15
Good and bad maps
Interview with Visitor Experience Officer - video

	3. Setting the Brief 

(10 mins)

This could be part of an introduction lesson 1 of 3.

	1. Look at the different types of maps used by the National Trust.

2. Uses these as a stimulus for discussion around the range of maps that might be appropriate to their task, which is going to be set in their local area. 

3.  Consider your local area how you might use a special map to help a particular group of people or users. For example, you could imagine dog walkers who were new to a local park and wanted to take their pets out on either 1km, 2km or 5km circular routes.  Or a person in a wheelchair / “tramper” who wanted a route that would be safe for them to explore a local environment.
Develop an idea for a map based on the  styles of maps used by the National Trust.  What makes these useful maps for particular people?  
	· What will we produce? 
· How long do we have for each section of this task? 
· Where can I get help if I am stuck? 
· What is my role as part of my team? 
	Students should leave this section feeling ready to complete their task.  They should know what is expected of them, how they will be working and what they are expected to produce. 
· Support: You can take students back through the some of the slides and revisit relevant sections
· Challenge: Can you add more weight to your research by looking  beyond the maps provided? 
	Slides 16-22
Different maps that the National Trust uses: Orienteering map, Circular walks map Buscott, Parkland Visitor Map

	4. Working on the Task 

(1hr 50 mins)

- The Challenge
(20 mins)
- map Checklist
(20 mins) 
- map-making
(70 mins) 

This could be part  of working lesson 2 of 3 - you may wish to shorten  the timings or run  over two sessions


	Stage 1: The Challenge
Students are invited to investigate and develop their own challenges in the form of new maps, working in small groups or three or two. They have the example maps from the National Trust to give them ideas of specialist maps that could be developed.  Crucially, they must decide an area where they are going to base the map on, close to where they live, or at the school. 

Stage 2: The Map Checklist
Students are reminded of what they should include for a “good map”.  This might be a key, scale, north arrow, title etc. They must also think about what information should be included as well as what might be missed out.  This is often difficult, but is the skill of a cartographer!

Stage 3: The Map-Making
Students are reminded of the way the National Trust might use maps as a model for creating their own.  What area and getting a similar base map, e.g. openstreet map or Google Maps will be important so that there is a template. 
	The Challenge: 
· Where is our place, and why do we need a new map and for whom?
· How will it improve their experience of this place?

The Map Checklist
· What do I / we need to include on the maps to make it as effective and easy to use as possible? 

The Map:
· What are the steps that I / we must take to actually create a map?
	The Challenge:
· Support: You could give students a choice of areas and / or users if they struggle to produce their own. 
· Challenge: Students may want to emulate the National Trust maps. Perhaps challenge them to choose a different context / users to stop them mirroring the National Trust exactly.
The Map Checklist: 
· Support: Prepare ideas for students, based on prior learning in this topic. 
· Challenge: You could add an extra element of research to deepen students’ knowledge of the problem they are investigating. For example, they might research what other organisations / stakeholders view as effective maps.
The Map-making:  
· Support: Give students a choice of templates / base-map of different local areas to use.
· Challenge: Can students think of an alternative group of users who might want to use their map? How much adaptation would it need? 
	

	5. Sharing Outcomes 

(10 mins)

This could be part of a reflection lesson 3 of 3.
	To share the completed maps, you should try to get as many people involved as you can. 
Simply, you could create a gallery of maps so that the class can vote for the best and most interesting maps
You could place the maps in a shared area on the staff drive and ask staff to vote for the which maps they like the most, and why.  
It might also be possible to actually involve local groups who might benefit from the map.
	How does learning to be a cartographer possibly help you in a future career? 
	· Support: Ask students key questions about their planning process to support them in their sharing of maps.   Such as: Where was your map area? How did you choose a particular user group?  What elements have you included on your map? 
· Challenge: Ask students to create an engaging “Tic-Tok” style video that examines the process they went through in creating the map.  
	Slides 23-24

	6. Feedback and Celebration

(10 mins)
 
This could be part of a reflection lesson 3 of 3. 
	Give students time to reflect upon the completion of this task and how different maps can be applied in real life. They may wish to look at other examples that they are aware of locally where bespoke maps have been made, e.g. a shopping centre, local park etc.
Also think about how this activity may also help them better understand the range of geography topics that they may be studying.
	· How important was the role of other people in ensuring your final map was high-quality and appropriate to relevant users of the location.
· Why are specialist maps useful and how do they improve how people might navigate a place or environment? 
· How can understanding the usefulness of different maps  help you to prepare for the workplace? 
	· Support: Work as a whole class to gather ideas for each reflection question. 
· Challenge: Can students explore different organisations other than the National Trust who may need to create specialist maps to curate and / or enhance visitor experiences?  
	Slides 25-26
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