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Introduction 
 

My name is Corey and I currently work as a Trainee Quantity Surveyor for Seddon Construction 

Ltd. For the last three years I have assisted on various projects ranging from a value of £4 

million to £21 million. The projects consisted of constructing office facilities, university 

accommodation, Extra Care developments and housing developments. I work under the main 

construction arm of the business within the Midlands region, working from both the Stoke and 

Birmingham office depending on the location of the project. Whilst working full time, I also 

study part time at the University of Wolverhampton where I am currently undertaking a BSc 

Hons Quantity Surveying degree. 

 
 

I had never envisaged that I would work in the construction industry. I left High School to 

attend Stoke Sixth Form College where I studied English, Media and Film studies. Despite 

passing all of my A-Levels, I decided that the media industry wasn’t for me and decided to have 

a year out to decide what happens next. I had always worked a part-time job since leaving 

school and did not really want to undertake full-time study at University. I therefore started 

searching for work placements at various companies. At the time a family member worked for 

Amey PLC who are a support services group mainting our Roads, Railways and general 

infrastructure across the country. This was where I was first introduced to the commercial 

industry and the role of a Quantity Surveyor. I spent 6 months on a work placement at Amey 

before the contract I was assisting on came to an end. This was when I found the Trainee 

Quantity Surveyor position available at Seddon and the rest is history… 
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Question 1 

10 Minutes allowed for this question. [Non Calculator] 
 

Dave is an Assistant Site Manager at a construction firm known as Delightful Developers. His 

management are currently undertaking a review of his salary with a view to give Dave a pay 

rise. 

 
 
 
 
 

A. Dave is currently paid £1,800 per month. In addition to this, he is also paid £250 each 

month for a car allowance. What is Dave’s total income for the year? 

 
 

£………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 
 
 
 
 

B. The company is looking to increase Dave’s total income by 3%. What is Dave’s total new 

income for the year? 

 
 

£………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 
 
 
 
 

C. Dave is taxed 20% on his yearly wage. What is Dave left with at the end of each year 

after the tax has been deducted? 

 
 

 
£………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...  
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Question 2 

10 Minutes allowed for this question. [Calculator Allowed] 
 

Delightful Developers are constructing 10 Luxury Bungalows on their latest development site. 

The project Quantity Surveyor, Bill, is currently calculating the amount concrete required to fill 

the foundations for each bungalow. 

 
 
 
 
 

A. Each bungalow is 10m wide by 12.5m in length. Calculate the total length of foundation 

required for the perimeter. 

 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………metres 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Each of the foundations is 1.0m wide and 0.5m in depth. Using the total length, what is the 

total amount of concrete fill required for all 10 bungalows? 

e.g. ………. X 1.0 x 0.5 = ………. 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….m³ 
 
 
 
 
 

C. If the total amount of concrete fill required is ............ m³ then Bill needs to allow for an 

additional 15% wastage. What is the total amount of concrete fill required including 

wastage? 

 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…m³ 
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Question 3 - Activity Question 

25 Minutes long followed by a 5 Minute Q&A Session 
 

To complete this exercise you will require the drawing handout, a scale ruler and calculator if 

neccessary. 

 
 

The Architect has provided us with an elevation drawing for the Bungalows due to be 

constructed. Using the measurements taken from the drawing please answer the following 

questions. 

 

Please Note: You will be required to undertake some of your own measurments for this task. 
 
 

A. What is the total area of Brickwork required for one bungalow? 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….m² 
 
 

 
B. There are 60 Bricks per m2. What is the total number of bricks that need to be ordered? 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Nr  
 
 

 
C. You will need to make an allowance for 12% wastage. How many bricks are now needed 

to be ordered? 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Nr  
 
 

 
D. We have forgotten to deduct the window and door openings! What percentage of Bricks will 

we no longer require? 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….% 
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Question 4 – Bonus Questions 
 
 

 
A. The Groundworkers have quoted £288,990.00 for the overall ground works package on 

a fixed price basis. They have offered a 2.5% Main Contractor discount, what is the 

revised price for the works? 
 

£………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

 
B. The cost of concrete per m³ has increased in January 2019 by 4.5%. If the cost in 2018 

was £98 per m³ what is the new rate for 2019? 

 
 

£…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….....  
 
 

 
C. The overall projected cost of the bungalow development £1.1 million. £600,000.00 will 

need to be borrowed from the bank in order to fund the project. This will be paid back 

by Delightful Developers over a period of 4 years. They will be charged 11% interest on 

their loan. What is the total amount of interest paid each month? 

 
 

£…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….....  
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